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DAME BERYL
BEAUREPAIRE (1923- )

INTRODUCTION

This program is an episode of Australian Biography (Series 11) produced under the National Interest Program of Film
Australia. This well-established series profiles some of the most extraordinary Australians of our time. Many have had a major
impact on the nation’s cultural, political and social life. All are remarkable and inspiring people who have reached a stage in
their lives where they can look back and reflect. Through revealing in-depth interviews, they share their stories—of beginnings
and challenges, landmarks and turning points. In so doing, they provide us with an invaluable archival record and a unique
perspective on the roads we, as a country, have travelled.

SYNOPSIS

Born in 1923, women’s activist Dame Beryl Beaurepaire is a pioneering Australian feminist. After serving in the Women'’s
Auxiliary Australian Air Force during World War Il, she married lan Beaurepaire of the Olympic Tyre dynasty and became
Melbourne’s Lady Mayoress. At a time when few women were in the workforce, Dame Beryl put her energy into community and
charity work.

Recruited by Sir Robert Menzies to work in the Victorian branch of the Liberal Party, Dame Beryl graduated to the Federal
branch of the party and lobbied successive prime ministers on both sides of politics. A willingness to challenge existing
systems, a sense of social justice, a belief in equal rights and opportunity and a need to contribute to community life led to her
becoming one of the most influential woman in the Federal Liberal Party.

Convener of the first National Women’s Advisory Council and the first woman to be the Chair of the Australian War Memorial,
Dame Beryl has tackled women’s employment, domestic violence, sex discrimination and education issues, among many
others.

CURRICULUM LINKS

Threads and activities in this study guide will have interest and relevance from middle to senior secondary and tertiary levels
studying English, Personal Development (especially topic of Gender), Women'’s Studies, Society and Environment, Society and
Culture, Politics and Philosophy.

Before watching

The following political figures are mentioned in the program. It will help if you know who they are and their backgrounds: Sir
Robert Menzies, Dame Pattie Menzies, Henry Bolte, Bob Hawke, Malcolm Fraser and John Howard.

After watching

The program opens with Dame Beryl Beaurepaire cautioning us to ‘watch carefully’ lest we become complacent about the
progress women have made in gaining more rights and better conditions.
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where women may be able to gain further ground.

Activity

1. Break into pairs and select an area which you feel does not currently provide equal opportunity for women. It may be one of
the areas mentioned just now with the whole class, or it could be an original idea of your own.
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3. Explain fully why you believe the area you chose is discriminatory and give some examples.

4. Suggest ways you could change the situation to make it more favourable to women.

5. Finally share your ideas with the class.
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. If you are a listener rather than a presenter, jot down arguments against how and why the presenter would change things.
These may not be necessarily your own ideas but rather could reflect society’s arguments.

7. At the end of each presentation, engage in two minutes of debate with the presenters.
At the end of the program, Dame Beryl stresses women’s success does not come easily.
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